Received for publication April 30, 1963 THE mouse mammary tumour agent (MTA) in virus carrying strains is usually transmitted from mother to offspring while suckling the young. It is known to be harboured also by the males of the same strains in their reproductive organs and accessory glands (Andervont and Dunn, 1948a ) from which it can be transmitted to virus susceptible females in the course of repeated mating to these same females and eventually to their offspring (Andervont and Dunn, 1948b) by the usual (milk) route (Bittner, 1952) .
It was thought that the MTA might be associated with various excreta and body debris of the C3H (virus-positive) males and that the young susceptible mice exposed to these discarded products might acquire the mammary agent by oral, nasal or cutaneous contamination indirectly.
To test this possibility the following experiment was carried out. Dunn's (1959) type B tumour.
DISCUSSION
From these results, it is evident that there has been no increase of mammary tumours in the young exposed to contamination from indirect male sources. The incidence is about 3 per cent on average for breeders of this strain not exposed to contamination (Pullinger and Iversen, 1960) . The earliest death occurred at 108 days, but 40 out of 60 mice were still alive after the appearance of the first tumour at 556 days.
The 18 mothers of the force-breeders did not have any mammary tumours, though 6 of them lived longer than No. 19, which had no living progeny, but as stated above, developed a mammary tumour at 577 days.
The three tumours in this experiment were solitary tumours though in two cases (No. 27 and 55) probably of multifocal origin within the gland. They were randomly distributed between the possible mammary gland sites, and they occurred in middle or late life. These features are not typical of MTA induced tumours which often affect more than one mammary gland, are generally of uniform pattern, and occur before middle age.
Muhlbock (1950) showed that the blood and spleen of MTA positive mice could induce mammary tumours in susceptible MTA free females after parenteral injections. He failed to demonstrate infectivity in urine and faeces by feeding experiments, and after intraperitoneal injections of sterile urine from tumourbearing females into weanling mice. Injection of faeces was also attempted but the recipients died early in the experiment from sepsis.
The present experiment shows that indirect contamination by bodily secretions and excreta also failed to transmit the MTA to susceptible new-born mice or to their mothers. It also failed to show any influence on breeders due to olfactory or psychogenic stimulation from the proximity of C3H males.
An acarine infestation of short duration occurred in the animal house at the time of the birth of the force-breeders. That these parasites did not act as potential vectors for a possible blood-borne infection seems to be indicated by the negative results obtained.
It is concluded therefore that the MTA carrying male did not contaminate indirectly either susceptible new-born mice or their mothers by body secretions or excreta.
SUMMARY
Prolonged contamination by excreta and bodily secretions of MTA positive C3H males failed to increase the incidence of mammary tumours in susceptible new-born RIIIf/Pu females or their mothers.
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